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| HOPE ALL YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE
Words & music by SARAH KIECKER’S 4TH GRADE CLASS with help from
Student Learning Programs Specialist Anthony Galloway.

[llustrations by SARAH KIECKER’S 4TH GRADE CLASS under the guidance of Art
Instructor Alison Thompson.
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Columbia Heights Public Schools create worlds of opportunity for every learner in partnership
with supportive small-town communities by challenging all to discover their talents, unleash
their potential, and develop tools for lifelong success.



B

Hope
All
Your
Dreams
Come
True

Honoring
Fernando
Guerrero






I'm Fernando Guerrero, | was born in Morelos.
My house was so big, all my family lived there.
Walked every day, no bus for school, no other way,
each with their own room, family everywhere.




responsible

Mom had a restaurant when | was a child.
| worked at Mom’s restaurant, where | took out the trash.
Father worked at the station, Grandma home all the while,
my first job, first time earning cash.




Things didn’t happen how | expected them to,
but you never give up, need to continue.
Work hard for your self-esteem,
| wish good luck to you.
| hope all your dreams come true.
When | see you, | can see me.

In the land | now call home.




Family didn’t come with me they had their lives there,
so | had to pay for rent, school and food.
| was out on my own, no time to be scared,
tried hard to do it all, but could not pay for school.
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persistent

Came to Minnesota donde mi tia vive
| wanted to study but | had to pay the bills.
Learned from many people, still family | missed.
Work in construction with hammers and drills.




What more can one hope for than to do what you love,
I've worked for ten years building things with rocks.
Like a castle on a patio, like Legos it's fun,
and provides for my family, because they're number one.
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Things didn’t happen how | expected them to,
but you never give up, need to continue.
Work hard for your self-esteem,
| wish good luck to you.
| hope all your dreams come true.
When | see you, | can see me.

In the land | now call home.
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| met my wife dancing at First Ave,
dancing every Thursday having a good time.
Got to know each other for a year and a half,
now | have a family here to call mine.
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You need to have strength to continue
your studies,
My children now go here to Valley View.
When they are playing, they are so funny.
| am so happy they are here in this school.
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I’'m on my way to becoming a citizen.
Try to work hard to create the life you live.
Things may not have happened how | expected them to,
But so much better with my family, | will continue!
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Things didn’t happen how | expected them to,
but you never give up, need to continue.
Work hard for your self-esteem,
| wish good luck to you.
| hope all your dreams come true.
When | see you, | can see me.

In the land | now call home.



$ymbol of Minnesota

Cosas no pasan como yo queria
Pero no te venzas necesitas continuar
Trabaja duro, buena suerte a todos
Espero que todos tus sueros sean verdad ‘
Cuando yo te veo, yo me puedo ver

In the land | now call home!
|
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lllustations by 4th Grade Art Students
with help from Art Teacher Alison Thompson.
Valley View Elementary, Columbia Heights, Minnesota
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ABOUT THIS BOOK:

| HOPE ALL YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE was produced
through an educational and cultural program created by
Smithsonian Folkways Recording artist Larry Long, entitled
Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s Song.

Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s Song is a program

of Community Celebration of Place, a non-profit
organization, which works with communities through
music, performance, art and oral history to bring together
children, elders, and people of different backgrounds-
economic, faith, racial and cultural-in order to build
intergenerational and multicultural opportunities for all
schools and communities to prosper.

Dr. Tony Seeger, Curator Emeritus of Smithsonian
Folkways, writes, “When senior members of a community
talk about their lives and work and children write songs
with Larry Long about what they have learned from the
elders, they create a remarkable celebration of humanity
and hard work.”

e To learn more about Elders’
Wisdom, Children’s Song:

ELDERS WispoM  Www.communitycelebration.org
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I'm Fernando Guerrero, | was bn‘;'n in Morelos.
My house was so bia, all my family lived there.
Walked every day, no bus for school, no other way,
each with their own room, family everywhere.

Mom had a restaurant when | was a child.
| worked at Mom's restaurant, where | tock out the trash.
Father worked at the station, Grandma home all the while,
my first job, first time earning cash.

Things didn't happen how | expected them to,
but yvou never give up, need to continue,
Woark hard for your self-esteem,
| wish good luck to vou.
| hope all your dreams come true.
When | see you, | can see me.

In the land | now call home.

Family didn't come with me they had their lives there,
so | had to pay for rent, school and food.
| was out on my own, no time to be scared,
tried hard to do it all, but could not pay for school.

Came to Minnesota donde mi tia vive
| wanted to study but | had to pay the bills.
Learmed from many people, still family | missed.
Work in construction with hammers and drills.

What more can one hope for than to do what yvou love,
I've worked for ten years building things with rocks.
Like o castle on a patio, like Legos it's fun,
and provides for my family, because they're number one.

Things didn't happen how | expected them to,
but you never give up, need to continue.
Work hard for your self-esteem,

| wish good luck to vou.
| hope all your dreams come true.

When | see you, | can see me.

In the land | now call home.

I met my wife dancing at First Ave,
dancing every Thursday having a good time.
Got to know each other for a year and a half,
now | have a family here to call mine.

You need to have strength to continue your studies,
My children now go here to Valley View.
When they are playing, they are so funny,
| am so happy they are here in this school.

I'm on my way to becoming a citizen.
Try to work hard to create the life you live.
Things may not have happened how | expected them to.
But so much better with my family, | will continue!

Cosas no pasan como yo queria
Perc no te venzas necesitas continuar
Trabaja duro, buena suerte a todos

Espero que todos tus sueios sean verdad
Cuando yo te veo, yo me puedo ver

In the land | now call hame!

Cosas no pasan como yo gueria
Pero no te venzas necesitas continuar
Trabaja duro, buena suerte a todos
Espero que todos tus suenios sean verdad
Cuando yo te veo, yo me puedo ver

In the land | now call home!
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