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Be Kind To  
All That Live
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My father, he was a farmer
He grew the grapes to make the wine
Out in the fields of California
To grow the grapes 
that grew on the vine

Words alone cannot restore
Lost years that 
won’t come back no more
If only we could right the wrongs
Of the past in this song

Be kind to all that live

From Japan, Mother and Father 
Came to this land, where I was born
But after Japan, bombed Pearl Harbor,
The life we loved, was no more

It was like the Grapes of Wrath
The home we loved was ransacked
Mother left wedding pictures there
To protect our home, soon stripped bare

Be kind to all that live

Three sisters and I and one brother
 Mother and Father forcibly removed
Into a camp, behind barbed wire
To live in a twenty square foot room

With one toilet after another
No partitions, no privacy
With two bathrooms for several hundred 
American Japanese 

Be kind to all that live

Father he could not make the payments
on the farm, we lost it all.
The grapes he grew were plowed under.
The farm replaced by a mess hall.

A Pima girl she would ride bareback
On her horse, to the barbed wire fence
When she did, the kids came running 
Looking out towards  

the life they missed

Be kind to all that live

We made the best of a bad situation
For three long years in the intern camp
Kabuki plays, standing ovations
So many never did come back

If I were to change tomorrow
I would start here right now
To help put an end to sorrow
I know we each know how

Be kind to all that live

Music by LARRY LONG
Words by LARRY LONG with Brenda Dronen’s 4th grade 

class of Prairie View Elementary School 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota

© Larry Long 2004



About Larry Long
Larry Long has made his life work the celebration of 
American stories and heroes.  In a curriculum called 
Elders’ Wisdom, Children’s Song, he has brought these 
heroes to the classroom to share their life history with a 
younger generation. Now a Smithsonian Folkways record-
ing artist, he has sung at major festivals, concerts and 
events throughout the country, Europe, Russia, Brazil 
and South Africa. Long produced I Will Be Your Friend: 
Songs and Activities for Young Peacemakers through the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, honored with a PARENTS 
CHOICE Award. Long is a recipient of the Bush Artists 
Fellowship, the Pope John XXIII Award, Leadership In 
Neighborhood Fellowship (St. Paul Companies), Sustainability Award, and In The Spirit of 
Crazy Horse Award for his work in forgotten communities.   

Web site: www.larrylong.org or Email: larryl@larrylong.org
 

About Community Celebration of Place
The demand for Long’s work sparked the creation of a non-profit organization, 
Community Celebration of Place. Community Celebration of Place works with communi-
ties to use music, performance, art and oral history to bring together children and elders, 
and people of different backgrounds—economic, faith, racial, and cultural—to honor and 
celebrate our commonalities and differences.

Web site: www.communitycelebration.org

About Eden prairiE SchOols
Eden Prairie Schools has an outstanding reputation and long history of excellence. Our 
10,000 students attend one of four elementary schools (kindergarten-4th grade), one 
intermediate school (grades 5 & 6), one middle school (grades 7 & 8), and one high 
school (grades 9-12). In addition, we have the Eagle Heights Spanish Immersion School 
and an Education Center that offers classes to learners of all ages starting at birth (Early 
Childhood Family Education, preschool, Community Education, etc).
 
Our district is a leader in innovative programs as well. We teach children a second lan-
guage beginning in kindergarten. And we have a strong “Classrooms of the Future” initia-
tive that’s helping improve student learning through technology. We offer both half- and 
full-day kindergarten as well as before and after school programs.
 
The District has an outstanding reputation of excellence in academics, arts, as well as 
athletics. We regularly top the state in the number of National Merit Scholar Finalists, 
Advanced Placement Scholars, as well as high ACT and SAT scores. Many of our 1,500 
staff members have received national and state recognition for their accomplishments and 
efforts in Educating for Success in Our Diverse and Changing World.

Learn more about Eden Prairie Schools at www.edenpr.org
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